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MONTHLY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/CEO’S REPORT

TO COUNCIL AND SECTION OFFICERS

January 2008

Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.

Executive Director/CEO

ADMINISTRATION (Hutchins, Pelkey, Walker)

TWS Wins National Award: The Natural Resources Council of America has recognized TWS’ 2007 technical report “Impact of Wind Energy Facilities on Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat” for a 2008 Award of Achievement as the “Best State and Local Project.” TWS Member, Dr. Ed Arnett of Bat Conservation International, edited the volume, which was written by an expert panel. The award will be presented at NRCS’ Annual Banquet and Awards Program in Washington, DC on 13 February. 

Executive Director/CEO Returns:  Michael Hutchins returned on 25 January from three weeks on annual leave in Australia, where he drove from Brisbane to Cape Tribulation in tropical Queensland. While there, he was able to distribute information on TWS to several Australian wildlife professionals, SCUBA dive on the Great Barrier Reef, and view a fantastic array of native wildlife, including a cassowary and chick, giant tree frogs, salt water crocodiles, Ulysses and Cairns birds wing butterflies, many species of kangaroos and wallabies, reef fishes, and parrots, platypus, and two amethystine pythons in Daintree National Park. 

Staff Changes:  Sandra Staples-Bortner has resigned as Conferences and Membership Director effective 1 February.  She has accepted the position of Executive Director of the Great Peninsula Conservancy in Bremerton, WA.  Please join us in thanking Sandra for her 16 years of excellent and dedicated service to TWS and wishing her luck in her new position. A search is currently underway for her replacement. Sandra will continue to work for TWS in a part time capacity for several weeks in order to assist with an orderly transition. 

Michael Levin has joined our staff as our new database manager and web assistant.  Michael is a student at American University majoring in math and physics.  He will be working part-time for us until May, when he graduates.  He will then come on full time, and pursue his Masters degree at night.  Michael has exceptional computer programming and web development skills, which will keep our member database running smoothly and will assist Ruxi Girua, our webmaster, with various TWS Website projects.

Fundraising:  USDA APHIS Wildlife Services has announced a $17,500 donation to TWS in FY 2008 to support the launch of The Wildlife Professional and has pledged an additional $17,500 in 2009. Please join us in thanking our colleagues at USDA APHIS for their generous donation.  

PUBLISHING AND INFORMATION RESOURCES (Benson)

The Wildlife Professional: The first 2008 issue of The Wildlife Professional is now in the design phase, the magazine is increasing from 48 to 52 pages. The new ad sales staff at Allen Press has doubled advertising in the magazine.  All advertisers are either wildlife-related equipment or topically appropriate books. The second issue is fully booked.  The third 2008 issue—a special issue on climate change and wildlife--is in development and the fourth issue is more than half booked.  Story lineups and lists of authors are available for review on request. The next meeting of the Editorial Advisory Board is being planned. 

 

Journal of Wildlife Management: New designs for the cover and front matter for the JWM have been rolled out.   Philippa Benson is working with Michael Chamberlain and his staff to revise submission guidelines and improve their usability. 

 

Allen Press Contract Revision: Philippa Benson and Laura Bies worked with Allen Press to develop a final version of the contract for The Journal of Wildlife Management (JWM) and The Wildlife Professional.  The revised contracts leave JWM as a co-publishing contract, while the agreement on The Wildlife Professional will change to a service agreement for printing/binding/mailing pending Council approval. The contract date has been shorted to end in 2010, with automatic renewal unless 90 days notice is given. The final contract will be reviewed by the TWS Publications Committee and should be ready for review and final vote by Council at their 2008 Mid-year Meeting in Phoenix, AZ in March.

 

Techniques Manual:  The TWS Publications Committee, chaired by Bruce Leopold, submitted nominations for the next Techniques Manual editor, and, pending formal confirmation by TWS Council, Dr. Nova Silvy of Texas A&M University was nominated to lead this important effort with support from an advisory panel, TWS publications staff, and a university press publishing partner, yet to be identified. 

 

Web Site:  The TWS web server will be moved (co-located) within a month to a different location (in Washington DC) that will allow vastly greater access speed to our website and more protection from power outages.  The greater bandwidth that will be available at the new site will:

· Immediately eliminate the slow download of our site. 
· Allow subunit webmasters to start building their own sites using the open source template sites (based on Joomla, which is the open source program we’ve used to develop our home site); these sites have already been built by Ruxi Giura.  Limited bandwidth, combined with increased traffic on the site, has been the only constraint that has been delaying the launch of the subunit web sites. 

 

E-Commerce Improvements: Further improvements are being initiated on the online bookstore in collaboration with our partner, Linemark. These changes will make the site more user-friendly and improve the appearance and usability of the site.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS (Bies)

CARE:  In early January, Laura Bies traveled to California with the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (CARE) to visit National Wildlife Refuges in the San Francisco Bay and Sacramento areas.  During the week, she visited a number of different refuges, met with staff, and learned about their successes as well as their management challenges.  Representatives from USFWS, the Wilderness Society, Defenders of Wildlife, and the National Wildlife Federation also attended.
 

National Council on Science and the Environment’s Conference on Climate Change: Laura Bies attended the National Council on Science and the Environment's 2008 conference on climate change from 16-18 January.  The various sessions and workshops included one on wind energy led by Ed Arnett, during which participants discussed recommendations for making wind energy environmentally friendly.  The discussion used TWS' recommendations from the technical review as a starting point. 
 

Meeting with OGE: On 15 January, representatives from TWS, AFS, SAF, and AAAS met with the Director of the Office of Government Ethics (OGE) to discuss the federal conflict of interests law that many agencies and departments interpret as severely limiting (or preventing) federal employee participation on professional/scientific society boards.  OGE was sympathetic to our concerns, but noted that they cannot fix the issue.  The coalition will now be seeking a legislative solution to decriminalize such conduct. A panel discussion on this topic, moderated by TWS Executive Director/CEO, Michael Hutchins, has been approved for the 2008 Annual Conference in Miami. The panel will feature John Organ (USFWS), Wini Kessler (USFS), Steve Williams (WMI), Laura Bies (TWS), and an OGE lawyer, yet to be identified.

New Policy Interns: Two new policy interns have started working at TWS HQ. Marie Perkins has a B.S. in Biology from Central Michigan and a M.S. in Wildlife from Louisiana State. Marie presented a poster at the Madison conference.  Emily Samargo graduated in December from West Virginia with a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Resources.  She also has a BFA in Graphic Design.  She plans on attending graduate school after the internship.  A TWS member, she was active in WVU's student chapter.
 

CONFERENCES AND MEMBERSHIP (Staples-Bortner)

15th Annual Conference: Staff is making progress in finalizing the budget for the Miami conference.  The master schedule also is in good shape pending insertion of associated meetings (deadline for requests is March 14) and final session titles (in April after decisions are made on contributed papers and posters).  The Miami Conference Call for Contributed Papers and Posters is open and the online submission deadline is March 14.  Additionally, students have the option of participating in the Student Research-in-Progress Poster Session.  The submission deadline for that special session is 30 May.  The Program Committee has made final decisions on workshops, symposia, and panel discussions and organizers have been informed of the status of their proposals.  The deadline for proposals for Breakfast Roundtables has been extended to March 14.

18th Annual Conference: Facility proposals have been received from the Hilton Pittsburgh and Marriott Philadelphia Downtown for the 2011 Conference.  Staff is reviewing proposals and will make a recommendation to TWS Council after consulting with the Pennsylvania Chapter.

Membership: TWS membership at the end of 2007 was 7,807 members, which is a 4% increase over our 2006 year-end number.  Retention of members was excellent at 89%, in addition to 1,105 new members.  So far in 2008, membership renewals are looking very good.  A fourth renewal notice was mailed last week (this follows an October electronic notice, a November print notice, and a December electronic notice).

Membership Marketing: The membership pages on TWS’ website were improved to include our new membership recruitment brochure and to highlight membership benefits.

New brochures and applications were developed to highlight the newly improved Commercial and Government Agency membership benefits.  These materials will be sent this week to approximately 350 businesses and 50 state wildlife agencies.

Guide to Membership and Membership Cards:  TWS has developed an attractive and informative Guide to Membership Benefits and Membership Card as part of an upgraded welcome packet for new members.  These items will be sent to all new 2008 members in a TWS folder with a welcome letter and other items, and to all members in 2009.  The Guide should help educate new members about the benefits associated with TWS membership and the member card will remind all members of their membership ID numbers (important for gaining access to Web-based resources), and be a tangible reminder of membership in their professional/scientific society.

The Wildlifer & Membership E-Update: The Winter 2008 issue of The Wildlifer is in production.  It is expected to be available online by about 6 February, and will be mailed to those who have requested a print copy by February 15.  This issue will include candidates for Council election.  The January Membership E-Update was canceled so staff could focus on 2008 membership renewals and recruitment.

Subunits:  A second request for membership lists was emailed to TWS chapters.  To date, TWS headquarters has received 23 Chapter membership lists.  TWS Membership invitations will be sent to those that are not currently members of The Wildlife Society (international level) early next month.  Staff approved bylaw changes for the Central Mountains and Plains Section, and participated in the monthly Canadian Section Executive Committee conference call.

Certification: After a computer malfunction, staff and the Chair of the Certification Review Board (CRB) worked together to develop new certification processing materials.  Staff processed and mailed six Associate Wildlife Biologist (AWB) and six Certified Wildlife Biologist (CWB) applications to the CRB.  Changes to the 2008 AWB/CWB application and program booklet have been finalized and posted on TWS’ website.

 

Fundraising: Shannon Pederson submitted TWS’ annual application to participate in the Federal government’s Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) in 2008.  This is the federal government’s charitable giving program for federal employees. 

Human-Wildlife Conflict Collaboration: Shannon Pederson attended a workshop conducted by the Human-Wildlife Conflict Collaboration (HWCC) on Conservation and Conflict: An Experiential Training in the Skills, Theory and Process Conservation Professionals Need to Better Analyze and Address Conflict.  TWS is a lead partner in this global consortium.

.

